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NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

PLANNING AND REGULATORY FUNCTIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

3 JUNE 2011 
 

LAND AT CASTLE PARK, WHITBY 
APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 

 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To report on an application (“the TVG Application”) for the registration of land at 

Castle Park, Whitby identified on the plan comprising Appendix 1 (“the TVG 
Application site”) as a Town or Village Green. 

 
 
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Under the provisions of the Commons Act 2006 (“the Act”) the County Council is 

a Commons Registration Authority and so is responsible for maintaining the 
Register of Town and Village Greens for North Yorkshire.  

 
2.2 Section 15(2) of the Act provides for land to be registered as green where: 
 

(a) a significant number of the inhabitants of a locality, or of any neighbourhood 
within a locality, have indulged as of right in lawful sports and pastimes on 
the land for a period of at least 20 years 

 
and 
 
(b)  they continue to do so at the time of the application 

 
2.3 A registration authority needs to be satisfied that on the balance of probabilities 

all the elements of Section 15(2) have been demonstrated by an application for it 
to be approved.  The onus of proof rests with the applicant.  

 
 
3.0 APPLICATION AND SUBMISSIONS OF SUPPORT 
 
3.1 The application, submitted by Susan Grimoldby, who is a local resident of the 

Castle Park housing estate within which the land in question is situated, was 
received by the County Council on 9 June 2009.  It relies on the criteria contained 
in Section 15(2) as having been met.  

 
3.2 The application includes the submission of 43 evidence questionnaires together 

with 24 letters of support and copies of seven letters of objection previously sent 
to Scarborough Borough Council in relation to an earlier planning application 
affecting the site.  Subsequently a further 26 forms have been submitted and 
have been received following public notification of the application.  

 

ITEM 5
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3.3 A copy of the TVG Application and the additional completed evidence 
questionnaires is attached as Appendix 2.  Photographs submitted with the TVG 
Application will be distributed to members at the meeting. 

 
3.4 Papers and representations submitted in the application relating to planning 

strategies, provision of parks and green spaces, etc, including the copy 
correspondence relating to a previous planning application, are all immaterial and 
require to be disregarded for the purposes of assessing the TVG application.  
Assessing the application is a matter of evidential assessment as to whether or 
not the criteria set out in Section 15(2) have been met.  The merits of the site 
being or not being a village green have no place in that assessment. 

 
 
4.0 APPLICATION SITE 
 
4.1 Indexed photographs of the site taken in July 2009 will be distributed to Members 

at the meeting. 
 
4.2 The TVG Application site comprises a combination of open flat grassland, two 

former tarmac-surfaced tennis courts and an area of hard standing and play wall.  
The hard standing is understood to have been formerly equipped with children’s 
play equipment and the tennis courts understood to have at one time been 
enclosed by fencing. 

 
4.3 Sited on a small section of the TVG Application site is what is understood to be 

currently the office building of the local officer of the Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
Hive Information Service (see photo 9).  This building is not identified on the plan 
at Appendix 1.  An adjacent building and open play area behind it which is used 
as a children’s day nursery does not form part of the TVG Application site though 
land fronting it, comprising steps and a grass verge, does (see photo 11). 

 
4.4 In total the site extends to approximately 1.246 hectares (3.081 acres) 
 
 
5.0 OWNERSHIP 
 
5.1 The TVG Application site comprises part of an area of what was originally 

farmland known as Parsons Close Farm and which was purchased by the 
Ministry of Air in 1961.  The Ministry subsequently constructed staff housing on 
the site it is understood to provide largely for staff of RAF Fylingdales.  It seems 
the layout of the estate included the TVG Application site as recreational land, 
and that its size and characteristics have remained relatively unchanged since 
the initial construction of the estate.  

 
5.2 As part of a nationwide sale of MoD housing stock the ownership of the Castle 

Park housing estate, including the TVG Application site, was transferred to 
Annington Property Limited in November 1996.  In summary it is understood the 
terms of the transfer included provision for the leaseback to the MoD of houses 
that were still occupied by MoD service staff and for houses to be taken “in-hand” 
by Annington Property Limited when they became vacant. 
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5.3 Annington Property Limited was owner of the TVG Application site at the time of 
the TVG Application.  The TVG Application was prompted by a proposal to 
develop the TVG Application site for housing which was the subject of a planning 
application submitted to Scarborough Borough Council. 

 
5.4 Subsequent to the TVG Application being submitted, Annington Property Limited 

sold the land identified on the sales particulars attached as Appendix 3 at public 
auction in May 2010 to local house builders Yorkshire County Homes Limited.  
The sale covered most of but not the entire TVG Application site.  A small section 
in the central area of the TVG Application site continues to be owned by 
Annington Property Limited and is currently leased to the MoD.  This comprises 
the site of the office of the local RAF Hive Information Officer (see para. 4.2 
above).  The neighbouring children’s day nursery (outwith the TVG Application 
site) is subject to the same lease arrangement.  

 
 
6.0 OBJECTION 
 
6.1 Objection to the TVG Application has been lodged by Yorkshire County Homes 

Limited in a “Statement of Objections” submitted on their behalf by Walker Morris 
solicitors together with a covering letter dated 19 July 2010 (all attached as 
Appendix 4) 

 
6.2 In accordance with due process the objection was forwarded to the Applicant for 

comment and her response is attached as Appendix 5. 
 
6.3 Correspondence opposing points raised in the Statement of Objection was also 

submitted independently by Mr P L Keens, a local resident claiming 30 years’ 
acquaintance with the site (Appendix 6) 

 
6.2 Walker Morris subsequently confirmed that their client had no further 

representations to make and in doing so reaffirmed the objections submitted with 
their letter dated 19 July 2010. 

 
 
7.0 EVIDENCE REVIEW     
 
7.1 Significant number of the inhabitants of a locality, or of any neighbourhood within 

a locality 
 
7.1.1 The TVG Application relies on the Castle Park Estate as comprising a 

neighbourhood within the locality of the electoral ward of Mayfield.   
 
7.1.2 Government guidance sets out that the term “locality” means a recognised 

administrative unit.  In relying on the Mayfield electoral ward the application 
appears to meet this element of the criteria.  

 
7.1.3 In considering what constitutes a “neighbourhood” for the purposes of Section 

15(2) the courts have ruled that:   
 
 “a registration authority has to be satisfied that the area alleged to be a   

neighbourhood has a sufficient degree of cohesiveness” 
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 Therefore a neighbourhood should be recognisable as a community in its own 
right. It is not required to be a formally designated administrative area. 

 
7.1.4 The history and nature of the Castle Park Estate is such that there seems little 

doubt that it constitutes what amounts to a neighbourhood under Section 15(2).  
The landowner’s Statement of Objection does not raise issue with the adequacy 
of the “locality” or neighbourhood” submitted by the Applicant for the purposes of 
Section 15(2).  

 
7.1.5 Whilst there is no set formula for calculating what constitutes a “significant 

number” in any one case it does not need to be necessarily considerable or 
substantial.  The totality of the circumstances of a case blend to help determine 
what level of use is “significant”.  The extent of use, in terms of numbers, needs 
to signify evidence of “general use by the local community.”  There is no formula 
as to precisely what number of users will demonstrate that in any one case. 

 
7.1.6 At section 4 the Statement of Objection contains a claim that the user evidence 

does not represent a satisfactory spread across the neighbourhood to 
demonstrate use by inhabitants of the neighbourhood in general.  Attached as 
Appendix 7 is a plan of the Castle Park Estate.  Each of the streets from which 
claims have been submitted are shown emboldened.  Your officers believe the 
distribution of claims considered with all the other circumstances of the case 
adequately suggest the evidence claims contained in the TVG Application 
demonstrate claims of usage from a sufficient spread of residents across the 
neighbourhood 

 
7.1.7 In summary, a total of 94 representations either as a letter or completed evidence 

of use form have been received from the Applicant in support of the TVG 
Application.  Of those 94 there are eight which appear to be duplicate 
submissions.  Around 20 of those forms and letters require to be disregarded 
because they either fail to specify either a period of use or a type of use, or 
simply support the merits of the site being a village green.  Appendix 8 comprises 
a summary spreadsheet of the evidence of those letters and forms submitted by 
the Applicant.  

 
7.1.8 The majority of letters and witness statements submitted in support of the 

application refer to the length of time those making the submission have lived on 
the Castle Park Estate (ie, the neighbourhood) but rarely to the consistency of 
uses mentioned over the period concerned.  The landowner highlights this 
particularly at para 5.9 of the Statement of Objection.  It is perhaps arguable 
witnesses imply consistent use over the time they have been resident.  However, 
fuller scrutiny, for example by cross examination, would provide opportunity to 
obtain clarification and verification of the precisely what has been claimed.  
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7.2 As of right 
 
7.2.1 In its role as Registration Authority the County Council has to be satisfied the 

claimed use over the relevant 20-year period has not been by force, stealth nor 
with the permission or licence of the owner (at the time of use) for it to be 
satisfied that claimed use was use made “as of right”.  Where claimants have 
been permitted to be on the subject land then their use of the land will have been 
“by right” and not “as of right”.   

 
7.2.2 From the evidence submitted it would appear that the “neighbourhood” in this 

case when first constructed comprised entirely Ministry of Defence housing, and 
that the TVG Application site formed part of the layout of that housing provision.  
In all likelihood residents of the “neighbourhood” at that time were effectively 
using the site with permission of their employer/landlord and then landowner the 
MoD.  Consequently those residents’ use will not have amounted to a use 
exercised “as of right.” 

 
7.2.3 The Applicant submits (and has backed this up with documentary evidence) that 

a total of 133 houses in the neighbourhood were progressively sold off between 
1973 and 1994.  The likely effect of this will have been that, from the date of sale, 
any user originating from those houses will not then have been making use of the 
TVG Application site in exercise of an effective permission given to them by the 
MoD, and so any such user is likely to have amounted to a use “as of right”. 

 
7.2.4 At the commencement of the 20-year period preceding the TVG Application it 

appears at least 108 homes within the neighbourhood had been sold (perhaps 
more).  The remaining sales referred to in 7.2.3 were completed by 1994.  There 
is no indication of whether or not purchasers were or remained employees of the 
MoD after buying their house.  

 
7.2.5 Subsequent to those property sales described in 7.2.4, use of the TVG 

Application site by residents of “the neighbourhood” is likely to have been by a 
mixture of users originating both from premises sold off and other houses still 
leased to the MoD (MoD houses).  Consequently from that time groups of users 
may have comprised a mix from MoD and non-MoD houses with at times the 
predominant user originating from MoD houses and at other times not.  Further, 
at other times groups of users will have been entirely from either non-MoD 
premises or alternatively entirely from MoD houses.  Users originating from MoD 
houses are likely to have effectively been using the site by permission of the MoD 
(“by right” – as opposed to “as of right”).  Without full scrutiny and examination of 
the evidence of user it is difficult to make a clear assessment of the extent of 
what user if any was “as of right” following the sales of houses in the 
“neighbourhood”.  Prior to that time use by residents of the “neighbourhood” will 
almost certainly have been effectively at the permission of the MoD arising from 
their occupation of staff housing. 

 
7.2.6 The MoD relinquished any interest in the vast majority of the site in 2002.  Clearly 

any use of the TVG Application site after that time by any persons (ie, whether 
originating from MoD houses or not) cannot have been with any form of 
permission from the MoD. 
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7.2.7 Issues raised by the interested parties concerning signs erected in or around 
2006/2007 would appear to be of little significance.  In the event that usage 
subsequent to the sales of housing referred to in paras 7.2.3 and 7.2.4 of this 
report were accepted to be “as of right” and by a “significant number” then that is 
highly likely to have been the case for at least 20 years prior to the erection of the 
signs.  In that case, Section 15(7)(b) of the Commons Act would apply and the 
presence of the signs would have no effect on such use continuing to be “as of 
right”.  In the event the use prior to their erection did not constitute use “as of 
right” then any issues over their effect would be immaterial as a key element of 
the Section 15(2) will not in any case have been met. 

 
7.3 Lawful sports and pastimes 
 
7.3.1 The courts have interpreted what constitutes “lawful sports and pastimes” widely.  

The vast majority of the types of uses referred to in the letters and evidence of 
use forms submitted with the TVG Application on the face of it comprise “lawful 
sports and pastimes”. 

 
7.3.2 At Section 6 of the Statement of Objection the landowner contends that claimed 

walking (including dog walking) is more likely to have comprised the use of routes 
of a linear nature (more akin to establishing a public right of way) rather than the 
exercising of a right across the site more widely, though the point is not 
substantiated with any strong reasoning.  For a large part references in the 
evidence to walking and dog walking are not specific about whether it was lineal 
or otherwise.  There are occasional references to crossing the site to visit other 
residents, which suggests lineal usage.  At the same time there are occasional 
references to exercising dogs, which suggests non-lineal use. 

 
7.3.3 The landowner also contends that it is not clear from the letters and evidence of 

use forms what extent of the TVG Application site is claimed to have been used 
in those representations.  Whilst a registration authority does not have to be 
satisfied that every square inch of an application site has been used, it has the 
option to register part only of an application site if satisfied that the requirements 
of Section 15(2) have been met across part only of the site.  Further investigation 
and scrutiny of the evidence is necessary to clarify this point, in particular it is 
suggested, in respect of the site of the former tennis courts and the hard standing 
comprising the former site of children’s play equipment.  The Applicant’s 
comments at Appendix 5 seek to add further meat to the bones of the submitted 
claims, but this could only be fully clarified by further scrutiny of the claimants to 
test the claims made. 

 
7.4 Period of at least 20 years     
 
7.4.1 The letters and evidence of use forms submitted span a timescale up to around 

40 years prior to the date of application though the greater proportion covers a 
period of up to around 25 years.  Issues of the continuity of use and “as of right” 
are covered elsewhere in this report.  None of the user evidence submitted has 
been the subject of detail scrutiny to date to test the claims being made in those 
written submissions. 
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8.0 AREA COMMITTEE 
 
8.1 In accordance with standard procedures the application was for information 

brought to the attention of the County Council’s Yorkshire Coast & Moors 
Committee on 31 March 2011.  A copy of the minutes is attached as Appendix 9. 

 
 
9.0 DECISION MAKING 
 
9.1 Determination of the application rests with the County Council in its role as a 

registration authority.  In doing so it must act impartially and fairly.  It is not 
relevant to consider the merits or otherwise of the land being (or not being) 
registered.  How desirable or otherwise it is to have the land remain undeveloped 
is not a relevant issue.  The County Council must direct itself only to whether or 
not all the criteria set out in section 15(2) have been met.  In the event any one 
element of those criteria is found not to have been met then the Council must 
refuse the application. 

 
9.2 Any challenge by an interested party to the way the Council reaches its decision 

would be by way of a Judicial Review.  
 
9.3 Government guidance contained in the DEFRA “Guidance Notes for the 

completion of an Application for Registration of Town or Village Greens outside 
the pilot implementation areas” advises intending applicants that the registration 
authority may decide to hold an inquiry into an application to establish and 
properly test evidence.  Such inquiries have become known generally as “non 
statutory inquiries”.  The guidance points out points out: 

 
“the Court of Appeal has ruled that in determining applications where there is a 
dispute the registration authority should consider convening such a hearing  
or inquiry.” 
 

9.4 Further, the Courts have suggested that where there is serious dispute the 
procedure of conducting a non-statutory inquiry through an independent expert 
should be followed “almost invariably”.  Usually an inspector (usually a barrister 
with recognised knowledge of in this area of law) is appointed to hold an inquiry.  
Having conducted a public inquiry the inspector prepares a report including a 
recommendation, and the decision ultimately rests with the registration authority.  
It is estimated that the cost of holding a local public enquiry would be 
approximately £15,000. 

 
9.5 This procedure is widely used by registration authorities across the country, 

though at the end of the day how matters are to proceed is at the discretion as to 
the County Council.  

 
9.6 In the case which is the subject of this report there appears to be serious dispute 

between the parties particularly on the issues of consistency of use over 20 
years, spread of use across the application site and the whether an appropriate 
degree of use exercised “as of right” has occurred.  Additionally it is important 
that the County Council is satisfied that all evidence has been properly tested in 
making its decision particularly in light of the disputes between the interested 
parties.   
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10.0 RECOMMENDATION  
 
10.1 In view of the serious dispute that exists between the Applicant and the current 

landowner concerning the evidence before the County Council it is recommended 
that the Corporate Director (Business & Environmental Services) with advice and 
guidance from the Assistant Chief Executive (Legal & Democratic Services) be 
authorised to appoint an independent expert to conduct a non-statutory inquiry 
into the TVG Application and to then prepare a report to assist the County 
Council in its determination of the application.  The estimated cost of the enquiry 
is approximately £15,000 and this will be met from existing BES Directorate 
funding. 

 
10.2 Following receipt of the expert’s report, that a further report be presented to this 

Committee to enable it to then determine the application. 
 
 
 
DAVID BOWE 
Corporate Director, Business and Environmental Services 
 
 
Background papers: Application case file held in County Searches Information, Business 
and Environmental Services 
 
 
Contact: Doug Huzzard/Chris Stanford 
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APPENDIX 1 
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APPENDIX 2 
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APPENDIX 3 
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APPENDIX 4 
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Enclosure 1 
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APPENDIX 7 
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APPENDIX 8 
 

NAME CHILDREN IN 
PERSON OBSERVED  ADDRESS FOOTBALL CRICKET ROUNDERS BIKING KITE DOG PLAYING TENNIS ACCESS  TIMING YEARS NOTES 

                   
VG LETTERS                   
                   

BUTLER        DERWENT 
AVE                        all merit based arguments 

HARRISON   X X  DERWENT 
ROAD           X X      1995-

2007 12   

LODON X X X  DERWENT 
ROAD             X X      40   

NICOL     X  DERWENT 
ROAD             X X    1977-

2007 30   

RUSHFORTH     X  DERWENT 
ROAD       X     X      1987-

2007 20   

SANDERSON        DERWENT 
ROAD                          

TONNAR     X  DERWENT 
ROAD       X     X      none     

NICHOLAS X      FARM CLOSE X       X     X    1972-
2007 35   

SNAITH   X    FARM CLOSE X           X      none   undated letter 

GREGSON X   X  FIELD CLOSE X X   X            2000-
2007 7   

GRIMOLDBY X      FIELD CLOSE        X   X X      2003-
2007 4   

SANDERSEN X X    FIELD CLOSE  X X X       X X        
letter includes opposition to development but 
also evidence - refers to Hockey clus and 
rugby club use at times 

WOOD X      FIELD CLOSE X X   X       X        seems to refer to "enclosed" play area only 
UN-NAMED X      FYLING ROAD                    1973 34   

GALLON X      HIGHFIELD RD X X X              2000-
2007 7 re children 

JONES     X  HIGHFIELD 
ROAD X X       X X      1998-

2007 9   

SPENCELEYS   X    LOCKTON 
ROAD           X X      1973-

2007 34 refers to living there 34 years not necessarily 
USING for all that time 

CARVELL X   X  PARSONS 
CLOSE X       X X        1992-

2007 15   

BROWN   X    PARSONS 
CLOSE             X      1969-

2007 38   

ATKINSONS X   X  STONECROSS 
ROAD X     X     X        26   

ATKINSONS        STONECROSS 
ROAD                    1982 25   

B???? X      STONECROSS 
ROAD             X      none     

HAYTON X X    STONECROSS 
ROAD           X X      1998-

2007 9   

HOLMES        STONECROSS 
ROAD                    1960'S-

2007 40ish 

no observations on use of the land but 
interestingly refers to the estate at one time 
effectively being a no go area to non 
residents 

                   
 12 7 9   9 5 2 6 2 6 14 5 0     
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PLANNING 
LETTERS                                

                                

SANDERSON X X X  FIELD CLOSE       X     X X    1960's-
2007 40ish   

UN-NAMED                                 planning merit issues 

GREEN     X                X X    1979-
2007 28   

OGDEN                                 planning merit issues 
UN-NAMED                                 planning merit issues 
DAVIDSONS X                    X      none     
                   
 2 1 2   0 0 0 1 0 0 3 2 0     
                   
FORMS SUBMITTED WITH THE 
APPLICATION    FORMS REFER TO LENGTH OF TIME LIVING IN PRESENT ABODE RATHER THAN 

YEARS OF USUAGE     NOT CLEAR WHICH OF THESE WERE 
MOD PERSONNEL 

 MANY FORMS INCLUDE COMMENT ON MATTERS OF 
MERIT 

SOME REF TO USING THE TENNSI COURT FOR GENERAL 
PLAY/CYCLING         

                   

ASH        DERWENT 
ROAD                      3 no uses specified 

BALDWIN X X X  DERWENT 
ROAD X X     X            7   

JONES X      DERWENT 
ROAD             X        5   

NICOL   X    DERWENT 
ROAD             X X      8   

SANDERSON X      DERWENT 
ROAD X     X     X        31   

SPENCELEY X X    DERWENT 
ROAD           X X        31   

SUTTON        DERWENT 
ROAD         X            2   

TENNANT X X X  DERWENT 
ROAD             X        2.5   

WALKER         DERWENT 
ROAD X                    12(20)   

BRUMSBY X      FARM CLOSE X X         X        16   
HEARTON        FARM CLOSE                      N/S no uses specified 
LEEMAN X X X  FARM CLOSE X X                  N/S   
NICHOLAS X      FARM CLOSE             X X      37   
STONEHOUSE   X    FARM CLOSE           X          8   
WOOLIN        FARM CLOSE                      0.5 no uses specified 
TAYLOR X X    FARM CLOSE X X     X            40   
ALLEN        FIELD CLOSE X             X      14   
GALPIN X X X  FIELD CLOSE               X      32   
HOPWOOD & 
REANEY   X    FIELD CLOSE           X X        25   

HUTCHINSON X X    FIELD CLOSE X X         X        9   
KEENS     X  FIELD CLOSE           X X        9   
SANDERSON   X X  FIELD CLOSE X X       X          17   
WHITEHOUSE   X X  FIELD CLOSE           X X        20   
SANDERSON X X    FIELD CLOSE X           X X      20   

WEBB   X    HIGHFIELD 
ROAD           X X        17   

ISHERWOOD     X  LILACLOSE X X           X      8   
ACKERS X X X  LILLA CLOSE           X     X    19 commented on maters of merit as well 
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KIDD        LILLA CLOSE                      10 no uses specified 

GIBSON        LOCKTON 
ROAD             X        N/S   

LAWRIE   X    LOCKTON 
ROAD X         X          28   

MILTON X X    LOCKTON 
ROAD       X   X          12   

PURVES   X    LOCKTON 
ROAD               X      N/S   

PURVIS   X    LOCKTON 
ROAD             X X      N/S   

RUSSELL   X    LOCKTON 
ROAD       X     X        4   

WOOD X X    PARSONS 
CLOSE X         X          40   

BOYLE        STONECROSS 
ROAD                      35 no uses specified 

HAYTON X X    STONECROSS 
ROAD           X          11   

HOLMES   X    STONECROSS 
ROAD         X X X        14   

MCKNOCKITER X X X  STONECROSS 
ROAD X                    28 "over the years it has been left to overgrow" 

OWEN X   X  STONECROSS 
ROAD             X        14   

BELCHAMBER X X    WESTBOURNE 
ROAD X                    30   

GISSING        WESTBOURNE 
ROAD                      20 no uses specified 

JEWELL X      WESTBOURNE 
ROAD   X         X X      9   

                   
 20 25 11   15 8 0 3 4 13 19 9 1     
                   
FURTHER SUBMISSIONS SENT WITH LETTER & EMAIL BOTH DATED 23.8.10 IN 
RESPONSE TO OBJECTION             

                   

COOMBER X X    DERWENT 
ROAD X X       X   X      33   

DUNSCOMBE   X    DERWENT 
ROAD                 X    29   

NICOL     X  DERWENT 
ROAD   X   X              5   

RUSHWORTH     X  DERWENT 
ROAD             X        22   

WALKER & 
RAISBECK X X    DERWENT 

ROAD           X          14 partner ex-RAF 

WINSPEAR   X    DERWENT 
ROAD X         X          17   

WOOLIN     X  FARM CLOSE             X        1.5   
HILTON   X    FIELD CLOSE                 X    3   
PURVIS     X  FIELD CLOSE X         X X   X    9   
SANDERSON X X    FIELD CLOSE     X X       X      37   
HANSON X      FYLING ROAD               X      24   
KIRK        FYLING ROAD                      16 no uses specified 
BOYES & 
WALKER   X    HIGHFIELD 

ROAD           X          1   

COX        HIGHFIELD X X                  8   
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ROAD 

SPEDDING X X    HIGHFIELD 
ROAD X X       X   X      15 no permission needed to use tennis courts 

ISHERWOOD     X  LILLA CLOSE   X         X X      8   
WILSON & 
RUDFORD?        LOCKTON 

ROAD             X        4   

SMITHSON X      SEA VIEW 
CLOSE             X        45 no uses specified 

BROWN        STONECROSS X           X        5   
HILL X X    STONECROSS X     X     X        35   

BAILEY     X  STONECROSS 
ROAD           X          2   

BIRCH   X    STONECROSS 
ROAD             X        14   

DREWERY X X    STONECROSS 
ROAD           X X        13.5   

EDDON X      STONECROSS 
ROAD             X        22   

GISSING        WESTBOURNE 
ROAD                      20 no uses specified 

READMAN X X    WESTBOURNE 
ROAD       X     X X      18   

WEBSTER X      WESTBOURNE 
ROAD X X                  24   

                   
 11 12 6   8 6 1 4 0 8 12 6 3     
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APPENDIX 9 
 
Draft Minute of the Meeting of the Yorkshire Coast and Moors County Area Committee 
held on 31 March 2011 
 

 
129. APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN – 

CASTLE PARK, WHITBY 
 
 Note:   
 

• County Councillor Jane Kenyon declared a personal non-prejudicial 
interest as the Member representing the Electoral Division in which this 
land was situated.   

 
• County Councillor John Blackburn declared a personal non-prejudicial 

interest as a Member of the Planning and Regulatory Functions 
Committee Sub-Committee.  He took no part in the Committee’s debate 
or voting on this item of business. 

 
• County Councillor David Jeffels declared a personal non-prejudicial 

interest as a Substitute Member on the Planning and Regulatory 
Functions Committee.  He took no part in the Committee’s debate or 
voting on this item of business.  

 
CONSIDERED –  
 
The report of the Corporate Director – Business and Environmental Services advising 
that the County Council’s Planning and Regulatory Functions Committee Sub-
Committee, on 3 June 2011, would be making a decision on an application to 
register land at Castle Park, Whitby as village green. 
 
County Councillor Jane Kenyon (local Member) advised that there was wide-spread 
concern, within the community, that the land which was the subject of this application 
should be retained as green space.  She advised that, when the housing estate had 
been built for the Ministry of Defence, minimal facilities had been incorporated for 
play.  The estate was now predominantly occupied by young families and the only 
alternative play facility required the main arterial road into Whitby to be crossed.  
County Councillor Jane Kenyon expressed the hope that the Committee would 
support local residents and request that the land be registered as village green. 
 
County Councillor Joe Plant highlighted that permission should not be given to build 
on every green area and expressed support for the comments made by County 
Councillor Jane Kenyon. 
 
Other Members commented that, based on the information provided by County 
Councillor Jane Kenyon, they too wished to support local residents.       
 
RESOLVED – 
 
That the Planning and Regulatory Functions Committee Sub-Committee be advised 
that the Yorkshire Coast and Moors County Area Committee wishes this application 
to be approved for the reasons put forward at this meeting by County Councillor 
Jane Kenyon, as recorded in the preamble to this Minute.  




